
 
                       

BOARD CERTIFIED-PROVEN, TESTED EXCELLENCE ® 
 
 
The National Board of Trial Advocacy to Offer New Board Certification in Complex Litigation 
 
Wrentham, MA March 11, 2021 
 
The National Board of Trial Advocacy (NBTA) has announced a new attorney board certification in the legal specialty area of 
Complex Litigation which was recently awarded national accreditation. The NBTA will offer board certification in this practice 
area shortly. 
 
The committed work of a new division of the NBTA, the National Board of Complex Litigation Lawyers (NBCLL), created the 
new board certification, which requires strict requirements of relevant experience, passing a rigorous examination, meeting 
high ethical standards, continuing legal education, and peer review.  "The National Board of Trial Advocacy, the country's 
largest and oldest national board certifying organization, is committed to ensuring that consumers of legal services get the 
representation they need and deserve," said NBTA President Jim Richardson. He added, "those consumers will know and 
appreciate that an NBTA lawyer's credentials have been fully vetted and their knowledge thoroughly tested."   
 
According to Jim Wren, an NBTA past president, "Complex Litigation is highly technical and detailed, requiring a high degree 
of specialization and understanding." He added, "There is now an objective and verifiable way to hire a qualified lawyer in 
this unique legal area."  
 
The NBCLL is comprised of leading experts in this legal specialty, including nationally recognized attorneys, federal and state 
appellate and district judges, and distinguished law professors. The NBCLL was led by its President, the Hon. James E. 
Kinkeade, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas, and Director Richard Arsenault of Louisiana. 
 
The NBCLL Directors also include: 
 

• Wm. Stephen Boyd - Shackelford Melton McKinley & Norton, Dallas TX 
• Alexander Calfo - King and Spalding LLP, Los Angeles CA 
•  Lori Cohen - Greenberg Traurig LLP, Atlanta, GA 
• Hon. Eldon E. Fallon - United States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana 
• Hon W.Royal Furgeson Jr. - Former U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas, Dean, UNT Dallas College of 

Law 
• Ethan Lange - Stueve Siegel Hanson LLP, Kansas City, MO  
• W. Mark Lanier - Lanier Law Firm, PC, Houston TX 
• Douglas R. Marvin - Williams & Connolly LLP, Washington, D.C. 
• Hon. Kathleen M O’Malley - United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit;  
• Mark P. Robinson, Jr. - Robinson Calcagnie, Inc., Newport Beach, CA 
• Hezekiah Sistrunk, Jr. - The Cochran Firm, Atlanta GA 
• Kathryn Snapka - Snapka Law Firm, Corpus Christi TX 
• James M. Stanton - Former Judge, 134th District Court of Dallas County, Former Justice, Tenth District Court of 

Appeals, Stanton LLP, Dallas, TX 
• Beth Wilkinson -   Wilkinson Walsh & Eskovitz, D.C., N.Y. and L.A. 
• Hon. Mary E. Wiss - Superior Court of California, San Francisco, CA  
 



Advisory contributors: 
 

• James Underwood - Professor of Law, Baylor Law School, Waco, TX 
• James E. Wren - Professor of Law, Baylor Law School, Waco, TX 
• Stefani Preston - J.D. Candidate, Baylor Law School, Waco, Texas 
 
The National Board of Trial Advocacy is a not-for-profit organization founded in 1977 to guide consumers of legal services 
through a robust program of legal specialization and board certification. With this new certification, NBTA now offers board 
certification in the following legal specialties: Complex Litigation, Civil Trial Law, Civil Practice Advocacy, Criminal Trial Law, 
Family Trial Law, Social Security Disability, and Truck Accident Law.   
 
For more information, contact Melissa Sternbach, Executive Director, at (508)384-6565 or info@nbtalawyers.org.  
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